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The Kfir is a supersonic fighter developed by Israel Aircraft
Industries, Ltd. (IAI). Based on the French Mirage Il delta-winged
fighter, the Kfir is used by units of the Israeli Air Force (IAF) and by
the Israel Space Agency. The word "kfir" is Hebrew for "lion cub".

When the IAF experimented with mating a Mirage III with an Atar 9K
engine, the resulting Kfir was what could be regarded as an
independent production model Mirage-5. But when the IAF
concurrently adopted American F-4E Phantoms from the late 1960s,
the decision was reached to simultaneously produce a configuration
mating Mirage-design airframes with the same GE-J79 powerplant
used on the Phantoms. Both types of Kfirs went into production. The
prototype Kfir C1 - basically a GE-179-powered Mirage III - first flew
in October 1970, but its initial production from April 1975 meant that
it appeared too late to see action in the IAF's last great air operations
engagement, the so-called "Yom Kippur War" of October 1973. The
GE-79-powered Kfir C2, intended as an upgrade of the earlier design,
was equipped with canard foreplanes behind the air intakes, a design

feature vastly improving maneuverability. The design also featured
what was at the time cutting edge "fly-by-wire" technology.

In 1985, the United States Navy (USN) leased twelve Kfir Cls to
serve as "aggressor" aircraft at its elite pilot "Top Gun" training school
when an initial order for F-16s was delayed. These aircraft were fitted
with'the same single small rectangular strake and canard foreplanes as
the C2, although the size of the canards on the Cls had to be reduced
because of the weaker fuselage strength of the earlier Kfir design.
Designated the F-21A by the USN, these aircraft were put into service
with squadron VF-43. An additional thirteen of the aircraft were
leased by the US Marine Corps in 1987. All twenty-five aircraft were
returned to Israel in 1989.

(Data: Kfir C2) Crew: one; wingspan: 8.21m; length: 15.65m; height:
4.55m; maximum take-off weight: 14,670kg; engine: GE 179-J1E with
thrust of 52.89kN (boosted to 83.40kN on afterburner); maximum
speed: 2,440km/h; operational radius: 770km; fixed armament: 30mm
cannon x 2; maiden flight: September 1971 (prototype).
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