
By late υune 1942 Grumman founo ltse f had presseO to maintain maximum prododion of F4Fs and
TBFハⅣen9ers 、″hie also be9innin9 1o:o。 l up the F6F Helcatprodud10n ines As a resut
produclion ofthe VV dcat l.as tianstired to Five East Coast General,Л otois plants These v7ere
named Eastern Aに ,o■ Dvson(。 fGM)
昴″o prototypes of xF4F 8、″ere bu]tby6′ ummann in inay 1943 The Frst piOducllorl Flvl-2 1ei the
Eastein A iciall p「 oducton irle in the middle oF 1943 The Flvl‐ 2 0ffered irOrη  the o19inal Grumman
F4F in a severa ″ヽays
The FM 2 had a lighterand more p。、″erulvvrght R 1320 radial engine Add tlonaly the plane could
carry,oし

`ratherthan s x 50 caiber mach ne guns and was oten ntled wth Hヽ
力ヽべs tH19h N/elocly

A icrat Rockets,ro「 uSe against grou nd targets ships。「suraceo suomaines The Fl.1 2 81so haO a
la,gerta than the standard F4F:o cou nterthe inereased torq ue prod uced by theい た19ht en9ine

The Ceneral Molors FM 2 11as the mott numerous VVldcat valant p「。luceO FrOm m 0 1943:o the
end oFthe war General lvlolo、 bu t4 127 Flv1 2s neary 70● ●o(3‖ VVildcats prOduced OFthose 340
planes、″ent to the Fleet AI`Arm The U S Navy FiИ  2s operated exclusively irom escort cerr ers

(CVEs)They Were used in the′ ularlt c teamedヽ ″th TB,Л  Avengers fo,ant submarne、 ″o,k ln the
Pacllc CVEs ibught a9ainst submar nes too but also used the r Aven9ers ano いЙldcats to ny a l

cover missloos forinvasion fores and clo,a r suppOn fOr g「 ound troops Those missions produ∝ d
OppOnun ties for aeral eombat against Japanese planes and t・ to Na、γ plotS achieved ace status
in Fll-2s

VヽINC SPAN

Spec ficat on                l

ENGINEI      ,
ARMAl.4ENI

■      |||| |   、

Vヽight R-1820-56 developin9 1 350 h p
Foし
` 50 cal machine guns s,x5 HVARs38 feet

28 Feet 9 inches

ll feet 5 inches
322 mph
1 350m]es
35 600 feet

LENGTH〔
HEIGHT
MAX llUM SPEED:
RANG〔 ( ・I EXTERNAL TANKS)
SEPVICE CElし INGI
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