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In 1934, Mitsubishi received a 9-shi specification from the Navy to
produce a twin-engined bomber which could carry 800kg of payload
with defensive armament of three 7.7mm MGs. Called the Ka-15
internally. Mitsubishi completed the prototype in June of 1935. It
featured side-by-side pilot and co-pilot seating, three retractable gun
turrets, and the ability to carry bombs or torpedoes. 21 different Ka-
15 prototypes were eventually completed in six different
configurations which mounted either Kinsei Model 2 or Model 3
engines, provided observer seating, had glazed or solid noses and
other differences. In June of 1936, the plane went into production as
the Type 96 Attack Bomber Model 11 (G3M1), which had the
observer seat and was powered by the Kinsei Model 3. The Model 21,
powered by the Kinsei 41 or 42 was also produced. Battlefield
experience showed the plane's defensive armament to be quite
insufficient and this led to production of the Model 22 (G3M2) in
1939. This version removed the underside guns and added a 20mm
cannon to the upper side of the rear fuselage as well as two 7.7mm
guns to either side. all of these in "blister” mountings. The nose gun
was unchanged. This boosted crew requirements from five to seven.
Mitsubishi only produced the plane through the Model 22, with the
Model 23 (G3M3 -- same armament as the Model 22, but powered by

the Kinsei Model 51) being built by Nakajima.

The Type 96 (Allied code name "Nell") saw service from the
beginning of the war in China all the way to VJ-Day. making great
use of its superb range to strike targets deep in China or far out to sea,
as the British learned so painfully when Nells of the Genzan and
Bihoro Kokutai sank the HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse in
December of 1941. Even after front-line bomber duties were taken
over by the Mitsubishi G4M "Betty," G3Ms continued to be used in
coastal patrol missions, as glider tugs, trainers, personnel transports
and reconnaissance planes through the end of the war.

Data (Model 22/23): Crew: 7: Length: 16.45m: Wingspan: 25.00m;
Height: 3.685m; Loaded weight: 8,000kg: Max. Speed: 373.2kph at
4.180m (Model 22), 416kph at 5,900m (Model 23); Engine: Kinsei
Model 42 (takeoff power 1.075: Model 22). Kinsei Model 51 (takeoff
power 1.300hp: Model 23); Max. range: 4,379km (Model 22),
6,228km (Model 23); Armament: 20mm cannon x 1, 7.7mm MG x 3
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Engine & Propeller Assembly
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