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The S0C-3 "Seamew’ was develaped o replace the biplane SOC'Seagull’ that
was used o a scoufing biplane and generall utility service.

Design work started in 1937 and construction was a mid-winged monoplane
powered by a Ranger in-line inverfed 'vee’ 12 cylinder air cooled engine.

The aircraft had folding wing for shipboard storage and be able to operate

on floats and wheels. The prototype flew in late 1939 and was facing the
problems from the very beginning. The worst of them were engine cooling and
stability. Increasing the opening in the engine cowling and adding more
cooling flaps solved cocling issue. The stabilty situation wos fixed by
enlarging the dorsal fin and addition of upswept wing tips.

Production began in 1940 with the first plane leaving the assembly lines in
early 1942. Approximately 350 were delivered to the US Navy with another 200
going to the Royal Navy.

Service soon showed that the aircraft was o poor subsitution of biplane SOC
"Seagulls”. The main reason was undoubtly lack of suffident power. The

average ife span on hoard ships was about two months with the type being
replaced as soon as possible by refurbished SOCSeagull’ biplanes. Some

early SOC3s were used as radio-controlled air fargets.

British experience was similarly poor with those aircraft often converted
to lond planes and used for utility work.
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Curtiss S03C Seamew - US NAVY Floatplane

Curfiss SO3C-1 SEAMEW FL, US Navy,
USS Denver, January 1943

Curtiss SO3C-1 SEAMEW FL, US Navy,
USS Biloxi, 1944
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