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Notes on Subject Aircraft:
A-TE BuNo. 157483, VA-25, USS Ranger, Tonkin Gulf, 1970 NE400

This aircraft was assigned to Captain Jesse E. McKnight, the Commander of Air
Group Two aboard Ranger (CVA é1) during her 1970/71 war cruise to the Tonkin
Gulf. His name appears on both the left and right canopy rails. The Corsair was
painted in the standard gray and white camouflage of the period. Its nose radome,
antiglare, canopy rails. and vertical fin were all painted Green (FS14109) while the
fin cap. tail warning radar fairing. and rudder were Insignia White. These areas
need to be painted before applying the decals.

A-7E BuNo. 157545, VA-195, USS Kitty Hawk, Tonkin Gulf, 1971 NH400

This was the colorful CAG bird flown by CDR Huntington Hardisty on the first of
VA-195's two Southeast Asia combat tours in the A-7E. The Dambusters arguably
carried the most flamboyant markings of any Corsair unit in the Navy during their
cruises aboard Kitty Hawk (CVA 63). In addition to the large eagle of the tail, the
squadron painted a green and black stripe on the fuselage which started behind
the rear of the canopy and extended down to the main gear wells. The aircraft was
finished in the US Navy's 1960/70s camouflage scheme. Paint the fin cap Green
(FS14109) and use the thin black cheat line decal at its base. Note that the BuNo
presentation on the right side of the aircraft did not include the designation A-7E.

A-TE BuNo. 158012, VA-146, USS Constellation, Tonkin Gulf, 1972 NG301

Cdr. LF. "Gus” Eggert flew this aircraft during the famous strikes of 10 May,
1972 against the Hai Duong rail yards. The aircraft was carrying 12x Mk.82 bombs
on two MERS for the mission. For his efforts in flying this mission, Cdr. Eggert
was awarded the Navy Cross. His Corsair was in the standard US Nawy
camouflage of the period. Note the areas on the intake lip where the radar
warning antennas were covered with radome material finshed in a pale tan color.
The fin cap should be painted white, and a 3/8-inch (9.5 mm) light blue band
(FS15200) must be painted directly beneath the fin cap (the blue should match the
color of the wing tip bands). Apply the thin blue decal cheat lines and diamonds
over the band as per the profile. The wing tip bands are to be applied just inboard
of the tip panel line. top and bottom. The tail design is provided in two pieces o
allow the rudder to be deflected. Note that there is a small overlap built in to allow
curvature around the edges.

A-7E BuNo. 158618, VA-147, USS Constellation, Tonkin Gulf, 1972 NG407

Jason 407 flew a dangerous Iron Hand mission off the Connie on 10 May 1972.
Several Argonaut jets were named after cities and. when CVA é4 deployed. BuNo
158020/Jason 403 was "City of Clovis.” Additional decals are included to let you
build either jet. Gull Gray and White scheme. Paint a 3/8-inch (9.5 mm) Insignia
Red (FS11136) band directly below the white fin cap. leaving the tail warning radar
fairing white and then apply the thin black decal cheat lines top and bottom.

A-TE BuNo. 160715, VA-46, USS John F. Kennedy, Persian Gulf, 1991 AC302

The Corsair’s last hurrah came during Operation Desert Storm in early 1991
when USS John F. Kennedy (CV 47) arrived in the Red Sea with Air Wing Three
and the last two A-7 squadrons in the Fleet. The Clansmen of VA-46 flew A-7Es
finished in the US Navy Tactical Scheme. Note the late style dorsal blister, the
pitot on the right side of the nose, and the radar warning antennas on the intake
lip. AC302 completed 56 missions over Irag and retired to the Arizona desert
shortly after returning from the war.

A-TE BuNo. 158819, VA-72, USS lohn F. Kennedy, Persian Gulf, 1991 AC401

CDR John R. "Shooter” Sanders was the last Blue Hawks skipper and he led
them during Operation Desert Storm. After the fighting was over, his aircraft was
decorated with a blue hawk. a colorful checked rudder and a red-white-and-blue
band during the long voyage home. His Corsair completed 24 combat missions
over Irag and was decorated with many interesting mission markers. The aircraft
was finished in the US Navy Tactical Scheme with its wing tips and fin cap painted
Blue (FS 15102). It was retired in this scheme after participating in the Desert
Storm Victory Parade flyover in Washington, D.C. on 8 June 1991. Note the late
mods to the airframe: dorsal fairing. second pitot, and nose RHAW antennas.



	VPD32001-2
	VPD32001-6

