USAF PHANTOMS in VIET NAM
F-4E, F-4D, F-4C and RF-4C

58th TFS Gorillas

PALLA D F-4E-36-MC 65-TR0 Udom ATAFB, Thailland 2 MIG-21, 8 July 1972

336th TFS Rocketeers

DATE 04 FAE-43-MC 68-7235 Ubon ATAFE, Thalland  MIG-21, 16 Augus! 1872

4th TFS Fighting Fuujins

NEVER FORGOTTEM FAE-44-MC 827271 Da Nang AB, R¥YN 1871

523rd TFS Wyverns

BASCO 03 F=AD-30-MC 68-7550 Udom RTAFB, Thalland  MIG-21, 16 April 1872

67th TFS Fighting Cocks

SUNSET M F-4C-16-MC £3-T42) Kovat ATAFB, Thalland 27 December 1872
f@ 11th TRS Owis
,S‘@_ﬁ& =, I S :

PEANUT BUTTER CRACKERS  RFC-25-MC 65867 LUdorn ATAFH, Thalland 1968

This decal sheet contains markings for eight McDonnell-Douglas F—4 Phantom lis flown by USAF squadrons in
Southeast Asia between 1967 and 1972. Three F-4Es, two of them MIG killers including Ace Steve Ritchie's double
victory jet, an F—4D MIG killer, an F-4C Wild Weasel, and three RF-4C Pholo
Phantoms, including two in unique pre-tail code combat identification markings.
Stenciling and insignia sufficient 1o do two aircraft is included. Fo
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USAF PHANTOMS in VIET NAM

F-4C, F-4D, F-4E and RF-4C

Kit Nates

W recommend using the 1:48th scale Hasegawa F=4C, F-40,
ard F=4E kits, The ProbModeler F-4E kit which is actually the
Hasegawa tooling may also be used because R represents an
early E, balon the wing slats were added, The Hasegawa RF—4B
or AF=4C ki1 can ba used for the Photo Phantom. The B kit lacks
only the Air Force main wheals, On the RF-4 kits use the
“angular® shaped nose and mot the rounded one, Check our
wabsite for a comprehansive quide to using the RF-4B kit
Remove triangular stifener plates froem all horizontal tails. Chedk
profile drawings for tail warning radar falrings and formation
lighting and remove whan not neaded. Use sotied horizontal taits
on F=4E oniy

Palnting and Marking Noles

From earty 1966, USAF Phantoms wane frishad in the T.O, 1-1-4
thrae color camouflage schema of 30219 Tan, 34078 Dark Green,
ard 34102 Ofive Green over 36622 Camauflage Gy Although
tha patlerns were speciied, there was considerable variaticn in the
application and photo references should be checked wheniws
possibie. Radomes were painted 17038 Black. Underwing pylons
were 36622 Gray but mltiple and tiple ejection racks (MERs and
TERs) were 17875 Insigria White. USAF ondnance varied in color;
HE munittions and clusier bombs were generally 34087 Olve Drab,
napaim fanks ware natural alumiram, ECM pods were either
17875 or 36622, while guided missiles and all other ordnance wene
usually 17875, It shoulkd be noted that aircrews did not always By in
fighters assigned 1o their squedron as the allocations were made
daily on an as-available basis.

Subject: Pauia 01, F~4E-36-MC Phantom Il, 670362, S6th
TFS, 432nd TFRW, Udom RTAFE, Thailand,

Camouflage and Markings: USAF T.O. 1-1=4 camouflage.
Madium Blue 15090 fin cap, Turbine warning stripe extands only
up ta the national insigréa, Formation lights installed.

Mig=lon Description: Caplains Steve Ritchio and Chuck
DeBallevue of the 555th TFS ware leading a four-ship flight on &
July 1972 covering an exiting strie foroe when Oisco (an Alr Force
EC~-121) intercepled Morth Vietnamese radie transmisslons
wvischaring MiG—213 toward Paula Flight Ritchie spotied one MG but
passed i by, knowing there was likely a second MIG tralling behind
looking to get a shot at any unsuspecting Phamom that tumed on
his leader, Sure encugh, Ritchie spotied the second MIG and
turnied hard o gat behind Rim. When in position, Ritchie ripple-fired
o Sparrows just in case one didn't work, These Sparrows,
however, were tha new “degfight” AlM-7E-2s, Although the
MiG-21 pilot saw the Phantorn and started a hard break, the
improved Spamows homed inoon the target and blew it cut of the
skoy. By this time Pawia 04, a new guy, had the first MiG-21 on his
tail and caled for heip. Ritchia pulled his et into a tight tum 1o get
behind the MiG. Tuming atl 50Gs, he launched ancther Spamow al
the edge of its firing erielope. Nol expecting it 1o guide propedy,
Ritchie readied himsed for a gun atack, bt the missie performed
flawdesshy and tracked the tightly tuming tamet. The second MiG
bacame a giant fireball and Ritchie's victory total stood at four.

Misslon Weapon Load: AMALO-101 ECM pod in leht forward
fuselage missio woll, 3xAIM=7E-2 Spamows in other fuselage
wells, ZXAIM-8E Sidewinders on right inboard pylon, 600-galon
centering tual tank, and 2x350-galon fuel 1anks on outhoand pyions.

Subject: Date o4, F4E-43-MC Phantom |l, 65-7235, 336th
TES, Bth TFW, Ubon RTAFE, Thailand.

Camouflage and Markings: T.0. 1-1—4 camouflage. Orange
Yallow 13538 fin cap with thin While stripe beneath. Mo turbine
waming stripe visible in our rederence phefo, Note formation lights
but lack of tail warning radar. Red star and crew names acded

Misslen Description: The 336t TFS Rocketeers jokngly called
themsehas the Chalihws because they were regularly assigned
the mole of providing a chalf comidar for the main strike force, 16
August 1072 was ne diferert and Captains Fred Sheffler and Mark
Massen were fying Date 04, on the far fght sde of an eight-ship
chaff support formation headed 1o Vat Td and Phu To, Mot Viet
tam. The flight was actiely laying an efectve chaff trail when
suddenty and without warming, a green MiG=21 passaed 200 foat off
Sheffler's right wing coing Mach 1.1, As he was closest 1o the Bandi,
Shefflar was ghen fight lead. The remaining chall bombes v
quickly pickled off and Sheffier selecled the F—4E's radar
fire control mede, A second and a ha laler, he
launched an Alk—7E a1 the Seping MiG. The bandit broke hard leff,
and in what became a maximum range launch due fo relatve
speeds, the Spamow impacted it5 targets wing root after an
ehaven—sacond flight The MIG plot ejected belfore his jet impacted
the ground below. After the engagement, Data Flight reached critical
fuel state and the Phantoms egressed the area o hit the tankers for
tha refum trip home. This was the last of many ar=to-air viclones for
Ubon—based F—4 squadrons.
Mission Weapon Load: ANALO-ET ECM pod in the laft foramnd
fusetags missile well, ZxAlM—TE=2 Spamomws in the other fuselage
wells, Bxi129 chalf bombs on the centedine MER. ANALE-38 chafl
dispenser on the nght inboard mion, 2xAIM=3E Sidewinders on the
ledt Inboard pyion, and 2x 350-galon fuel tanks on outbeand pylons,

Subject; F-4E-44-hAC Phantom Il, B8-7271, NEVER FORGOTTEN,
41 TFS, 366th TPW, Da Mang AB, Republic of Viet Mam,

Camouflage and Markings: Standard T.O, 1-1—4 camouflage.
Orange Yallow trim, cutlined in black, on canopy rails and
adjacent fusalage areas for crew name placement. Crew names
carried unknown. “Last threa” of serial number on both sides of
nose gear strut cover. Note lack of formation strip lights and tail
waming radar fairing.

Mission Description: In 1971, the 366th TFW spant much of
its tima fhdng Infesdiction missions against North Vietnamese
sUpply routes in Foute Package 1 (southern Morth Viet Mam), in |
Corps, (northam South Viet Nam), and in southern Lacs. Strikes
ware directed against roads, bridges, fruck parks, munitions
storage areas, and choke points, often at nigiht whan the trucks
ware roling, Ordnance used varied with the target and time of
day and usually included GP bombs, CBU, andior “destructors”
(retarded GP bombs with mine fuzes). Flares were caried for
might missions and the Mavy M35 Brighteys was prefarad as it
was brightar than the USAFs LUU-2 flares, ECM was caried fior
missions in the high threat areas of BP1 and Laos. Air-to—air
missiles ware usuaky camied onby when golng North,

Typical Weapon Load: Interdicion missions: Jxhik 82 5001
GP (on TERS) or 1%W«83 GP on each inboard pylon, GxMKB2 GP
or 4xCBU=24 on lha comleding MER, 350-gallon fuel tanks
outbaard. For night missions, 1:04k25 Brighteye replaced the GPs
on the right inbaard pylon. ECH, when camied, was in the forwarnd
missde walls. For short magn in country interdiction, ExMkB2 could
be loaded onto the centadne MER for a total of 18 GP bombs.

Subject: Basco 03, F=40-30-MC Phantom I, 667550, 523
TFS, 432nd TFRW, Udorn RTAFE, Thailand.

Camouflage and Markings: Standard T.C. 1-1-4 camouflage.
Mose and tail waming radomes 37038 Flat Black. Insignia Red
11136 with White cheat inas on fips of vertical and horizontal tails.
White triangle stye ejection seat wamings and full Red turbine
warning stripe. Imeguiarty shaped red star added after the 16 Apil
1572 mizsion. Neta unslatied horizontal tails,
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Mission Descriptlon: On 16 April 1972, Major Dan Charry and
Captain Jalf Feinstein of the 13th TFS were on MIGCAP in one of
the first magor strikos against North Viet Mam during Operation
Linehacker. About 40 miles west of Hanol, Basco Flight jettisoned
its tanks after Aad Crown warned of incoming bandits, Basco 07
was equipped with Gombal Treo gear and detected bandis
approaching head-on at 20 milas. AMhough cleared to fire
bavond visual range (BVR) the two silver MiGs were allowed to
closa, Thae first M6G was downed by O7% third Spamow. Cherry,
ted the second element in a turm towards the engagoermant when
a third MiG, this one camouflaged, was spotted coming heading
for 07% tafl, Cherry went into max aftarburner and climbed,
tollowing the bandit into a cloud. Breaking out, he had a podect
Sidewinder shot with the MiG in fronl of kim, the sun behind. Ho
firad but nething happened. The MiG dove away and 04 ook cver
the bead, firing all three Alkd=7s, which missed. Chery retock the
iead in 03 and lined up, allowing Feinsiein 1o get a solid adar
lock on the speading MG, The Spamow leaped off the Phantom
and impacted the bandit, which was about 4,000 feet ahead of
Basco (3, His right wing blown off, the MiG pilet ejected from his
fatally stricken craft, passing within 30 feet of the now-supersonic
Phantam, Low on fuel, Basco Flight returned to Udorn al treglop
lenved, arriving home with less than 1,000 pounds of JP=4,

Misslon Weapon Load: AMALC-101 ECM pod in laft forward
fusalage well, ILAIM-TE Sparrows in remaining fuselage wels,
IxAIM-3E Sidewinders on lefl inboard pylen, ANALC-87 ECM
pod on right inboard pylon, B00—gallicn fuel tank on cantarling,
2x370—gadon fuel tanks on cutboard pylons.

Project Save 550: Phantom 667550 was recently moved fram
Emon, Ohio, whers it had bean on display at the VPW hall there,
to Bowling Green, Kentucky, where [t will be put on display at the
new Aviation Hesilago Park. For further datails or to participate in
this project, we reeommend that you visit the Save 550 website at
wenaLaviationhenlageparncoom.

Subject; (E)F-4C-16-MC Phanfom I, 63=-T423, JAIL BAIT,
G671h TFS, 388th TRW, Korat RTAFB, Thailand,

Camouflage and Markings: Standard USAF T.O. 1-1-4
camouflage. Mose radar and tail warning radomes painted 370368
Flat Black. Insignia Red 11136 tips of veriical and horzental tails.
\White cheat fnes on vertical tail onby. White tiangle style sjsction
saat warning triangles and full Red turbine waming stripe. Nota
the AMAPR-25 antennas forward of the windscreen and
unslatiad horizendal tails, 'DDD&C."C{ paintad BCTOSS the laft inlet
ramp stood for “Don's Dirty Dozen & Crew Chigfs.

Mission Description: Decembar 21 1872 was the tourth night of
Opaeration Linebagsr Il. The previous nights saw ning B-52 losses
i SAMs In the Hanci area. Captain Bil Mcleod and his EWO,
Major Don Lavigne flew JAIL BAIT as Suntan 01, leading three
threg—ship hunterkiller teams consisting o ona F-4C Weasel and
two F—4Es loaded with CBL for flak supghession and two bwo—ship
teama with one each F-C and E. Coming off the tanker, Sunssf
flight was wamned of a MiG=21 in front of them. Evading the MiG,
McLecd's team wenl into cdol near Bac Mal The first B-52s
appeared and some 70 SAM: wore launched by the NVA Tha Bac
Mai site was taken out by by the F—4Es with their CBUs as it
launched its SA-2s. McLeod rolled in o protect the F-AEs, evading
a SAM fired at him by another site. The F-4Es called Winchester
and headed for the tarkers. Moamvhile, twe BUFFs had bsen
downed from a site sast of Hanoi so Meleod tumed JAIL BAIT in
that direction, The last B-52 cell had deared the coast when his
warning panel it up and the audio tone staried screaming. Two
SAMs were on the way! Mcleod Ricked ruddes and headed for the
site, launching both of his Shries. The site went off the air and both
SAMs went balistic. Mcleod dedged tharm and tora across Hanol
al near-sonic speed, attracting a lot of &5mm AAA i the process.
Lavigne provided a vector to the lankers and JAIL BAIT caught
them just bafore fual ran out. Then, they S8 a courss back 1o Koratl
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Misglon Weapon Load: ANALO-101 ECM pod in lelt forsard
fuselage well, 2xAIM—TE-2 Spamows in the aft fuselage wells,
2AGM-45 Shakes on inboard pylons, and 2x370-gallon fuel
tanks on cutb-oand pylons,

Subject: RF—4C-26-MC Fhantom |, 650863, PEANUT
BUTTER CHRACKERS, 11ith TRS, 432nd TAW, Udom RTAFB,
Thaiand, mid-1968.

Camouflage and Markings: TO. 1-1-4 camoufiage. White stripe
on nose radome. Red trangle style ejecton seat and phaotoflash
pyroiechnic warnings. Barrel Sharks markings on centerling fued
tank Remove lormation lights, Note unslatied horizontal tails,

Postscript: On 10 April 1970, RF—C 65-0863, Falcon 34,
encountered hydrausc systermn falure and loss of controllability on
the final approach o Udem afer sustaining batthe damage on a
mission over northwestarn Laos. Both crew members ejecled
succassfully, sustzining minor injuries whaen landing on the base
ilseff, The aircraft impacted in a housing area on the base,
dastroying nine buidings and a frailer. The AFTN (American
Forces Thailand MNetwork) radio station was destroyed i the fire
with nire broaadeasters losing thair lves.

Subject: RF-4C-26-MC Fhantom || 650800, ROAD RUNNER,
11th TRS, 432nd TAW, Udom RTAFE, Thailand.

Camouflage and Markings: Standard T.O. 1-1-4 camauflage.
Red triangle style eection seat and photoflash pyrotechnic
warmings. Remave formation lights, Mote unslatted horizontal lads.

Mission Description: On 7 Novamber 1965, Major R.F. Ross and
hiz navigator, Captain FL Hobbs ware returming from & recon mission
to Bac Giang, norheast of Hangd, when thelr RF—4C was hit oy &
SAM. Tha Phantam had just compialed fts photo run at 24,000 feet
and was jinking to thow off AAA and SAMs but unforunately a
missle egioded just beneath RAosd Aunner, badly damaging its kil
surtaces. Major Foss immedately headed towards the coast ard he
and his rav ojpcled salely gver the Guif of Tonkin, about B0 miles
south of Haiphong, They were rescued by a Navy halicopter.
Misslon Load: 2xANALC-ET ECM pods on the inboard pylons,
2wET0-gallon fuel tanks on outboard pylons.

Subject: RF-4C~-26-MC Fhamom Il 650880, THE BARREL
BUSTER, 11th TAS, 432nd TRW, Udarm RTAFB, Thailand.

Camouflage and Markings: Standard T.O. 1=1=4 camoullage,
Aed triangle styie ejection seat and photofiash pyrotechnic
wamings. Remove formation lights. Mota unslatied horizontal tails,

Misslon Description: Lisutonar Colonal Vermon Ligon, CO of
the 11th TAS and his navigator, Captain David Ford aiso became
early victims of North Vielnamese SA-2 surface-to—air missiles
when their recon Phantom was shot down about saven milas
southwest of Phuc Yen on 17 howember 1967, Lt Colonal Ligon had
recatved SAM wamings and was jinking The Barsl Buster at 15,000
feat 1o o avad. The SAM exploded near the aireadt and damagod its
taail surfaces loncing the crew to sject a few moments laber, Both men
ware caphmed and taken to the Hoa Lo camp. Unforbunataly for Vem
Ligon, capture and imprisonment were not new axpedoncas. He
joined the Amme Air Corps in March of 1942 and flew P-47
Thundemaolts with the 362nd FG untl he was shol down over
Brussals on his 35th mission in Movember, 1943, He ascapdd from
a Gemnan Stalag but was quickly recaptured and held until his
release in May, 1945, His long and vared Air Foree caneer included
command of a SAC B—47 squadon. He was shal down on his 28th
mission in his second war but the expeniences of impnsonment in
Germany could not pregare him for tha hormors ha had o face in the
Morth Vietramesa prison camps. Lt Colonel Ligon and Captain Ford
were releasad on 14 March 1973,

Mission Load: 2xANALO-E7 ECM pods on the inboard pylons,
2x3T0=gallon fuel tanks on the outboard pylons.
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Camouflage and Markings

Standard F-4 Right Side Camouflage and Markings
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