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text: J6rn Leckscheid & Vladimir Sulc

The highest scoring surviving German ace of the
Great War, recipient of the Pour le Mérite order,
winner in 62 aerial combats, remarkable pilot,
party man and playboy... Ernst Udet was all of this
and also the man who was unable to bear the
burden of the war he was fighting from the office
and behind the scenes instead of the cockpit of his

pursuit aircraft.

Ernst Udet was barn in Frankfurt am Main on
Sunday, April 26, 1896 as the son of Adolf and
Paula Udet (née Kriiger). The familiy maved to
Munich when Ernst was still a little bay, and he
would grow up in the capitol of Bavaria. Erni, as
he was known to his friends, as a bit of a tombay,
and while not being the most ardent student, he
was descibed as being a bright child who learns
quickly - but forgets just as easily!

Too short to serve

He very much enjoyed playing outside with his
friends and had developed remarkable skills
with his self-made slingshot. Need-less to say
that these childhood marksmanship skills would
serve him well a few years later. He developed an
interest in aviation at an early age, and, togather
with a group of friends, founded the ,Aera Club
Miinchen* sometime between the age of ten to
thirteen.
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Beginning in 1909, the Oberwiesenfeld in-Mu
nich was used as an airfield, and Gustav Otto,
the son of the inventor of the Otto engine, set up
his company ,Gustav Otto Flugmaschinenwerke*
near that location. Erni and his friends would visit
the area frequently to watch the aeroplanes and
balloaons, but his dream of learning to fly could not
be fulfilled while he was still attending schaol.
His performance in school did not impraove much
over the years, but he was very skilled at drawing,
and when he did pass his exams in 1913, his de
lighted father presented him with a motor-bike.
At the outbreak of the war, Udet immediately ve-
lunteered, but was turned down since he was not
aven 1,60 m tall. But he still found a way to make
it to the front about two weeks later by taking
a clever detour. The ,ADAC*, the German Automo-
bile Assaciation, had been loaking for volunteers
who owned a motorcycle and were willing to take
it along to the front. They did not care about the

Udet standing by his most famous and most
enigmatic aircraft, Fokker DVII (QAW) with the
,Du doch nicht!!“ inscription on the horizontal
tail. It is less known fact, that this famous and
often published photograph was heavily retou-
ched. The struts, for example, were painted to
the phato by pencil, and the top wing stripes
are also painted by skilled retoucher except the
first strip on the right wingtip.

Erni at the age of thirteen in his homemade
glider in Munich - Oberwiesenfeld, 1909.
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height of a volunteer, and so Erni and his mator-
bike Left Munich on the evening of August 18, 1914.
His career as a motorbike messenger would be
rather short, because when he learned that he
could get into military aviation quicker if he po

ssessed a privately acquired pilot’s licence, he
took up flying lessans at the aforementioned Gu-
stav Otto Werke at the end of 1914 and received
his civilian pilat licence in April 1915.

Winning his spurs

From then on, his pilot career progressed like
that of many other men. He served with various
two-seater units (Fliegerabteilungen), and one
of these was later reformed into Kampfeinsitzer-
-Kommando (KEK) Habsheim. With that unit Udet
scored his first aerial victary in the afternaon of
March 18, 1916, downing a French Farman F 40,
which was one of 22 planes heading to bomb
Milhausen on that day.

By the autumn of 1916, another reorganization in
the Fliegertruppe began to take shape, and the
first Jagdstaffeln (Jastas) had been formed. KEK
Habsheim transformed into Jasta 15, with Udet
formally transferred to that unit on October 8,
1916 without maving anywhere else in fact! Four
days later he would scare his second victary, and
on January 22, 1917 he was promated to the rank
of Leutnant der Reserve (Reserve Lieutenant). Not
long before this date, Jasta 15 had received the
new Albatros D Il fighters, and Udet would score
all of his 13 victaries during 1917 in the cockpit of
this type or its later variants, the DV and D Va.
0On June 19, 1917, Erni was posted to Jasta 37, and
he would take aver command of that unit on Ne
vember 7 of that year. In late January and early
February Udet participated at the First Fighter
Competition in Berlin Adlershaf, where proto
types of the latest German fighter aircraft were
evaluated and compared. Only the most experi
enced and successful frontline pilots were pre
sent at this event.

DU DOCH NICHT!!
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Udet was appointed commander of Jasta 37 on November 7, 1917, when the unit was located on
Wynghenge airfield in France. He replaced the previous commander, Lt. Grashoff. As the unit
commander, Udet used this black-fuselage Albatros D Va suring the winter of 1917.

Jasta 37 would mave to the airfield of Le Cateau
on March 15, 1918, and as they were pitching their
tents there, Manfred von Richthofen, wha was
then stationed not too far away with his Jagd

geschwader, paid them a visit. When von Richtho -
fen asked Udet about his current victary scare,
,Nineteen confirmed and one pending confirmati -
on“ was the reply. ,Then it’s time for you to join us
now," Rittmeister respanded... That was too good
an offer to refuse, as Richthofen’s Geschwader
had some of the best pilots and was always equi -
pped with the most madern fighters. Udet arrived
at Jasta 11 on March 18, 1918. His spell with Jasta
1 was rather shart though, but long enough to

score three victories. As he developed a severe
ear infection, von Richthofen ordered him perso-
nally to return home to recover. Udet left Jasta
11 for Munich on April 8, and he received the ne

tification that he had been awarded the ,Orden
Pour-le-Mérite” the very next day!

He was still in Munich when the Rittmeister
was killed just twelve days later. The ear infec-
tion needed one more manth to get better, and
he returned to the front on May 22, 1918, taking
command of Jasta 4.

Mastering the combat
With Jasta 4, he would initially fly a type that he

Jasta 4 commander, Leutnant der Reserve Ernst Udet with his pilots in front of ex-Kirschtein’s
Fokker Dr.l. This foto was taken in late May, 1918, during the time of Spanish flu. It could be the
reason for the bad mood, one could feel from the picture.
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He returned to Jasta 4 within a couple of hours,
getting back into the cockpit of anather Fokker
DVII later that same day - s much for the much -
-lamented shortage of airplanes in Fliegertruppe!
While flying with Jasta 4, Udet would be credite
with 39 out of his total of 62 victaries. Though h
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of the war, he had been leading it for only abo
10 or 11 weeks during that period of five and a h
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land based aircraft, demonstrated aerobatics at
the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, and a year later, he
led the German contingent at the 4th Internati
onal Air Meet in Zurich. There, he was a member
of the overall winning German team but was also
instrumental in the saving of the life of a Czecho-
slovak pilot, Captain Stanislav Engler, who was
missing after an emergency landing in the Alps.
All that, despite having crashed himself due to
engine failure suffered by his Bf 109V14 (D-ISLU),
the total wreck from which he emerged unscrat-
ched! These exploits indicate how, despite all the
accolades and rank, he remained true to the con-
cept of the gentleman, friend, and colleague. But,
even so, he increasingly suffered a dark side of
mounting, debilitating depressian, which he tried
to counter through the parties, loose women and
drinking. This depression became even stron
ger with the start of the Second Warld War and
culminated in the fall of 1941 through increasing
criticism of his role in the technical arm of the
RLM. His eternal companion and adversary all
-in-one might have been the actual reason for the
inscription Du doch nicht!l, not meant as a me
ssage to Allied pilots, as is widely assumed. The
amazing pilat, hero and showman taok his own
life oan November 17, 1941. The Nazi party attributed
his death to an accident while testing a new wea -
pon. Ernst Udet is buried at the Invalidenfriedhof
(Invalids’ Cemetery) in Berlin. The neighbouring
grave is occupied by Werner Mélders, a Second
World War ace wha perished in an air crash on his
way to Udet's funeral.

Udet's funeral in Berlin. The honor guard at the
coffin was held by pilots awarded the Knight's
Cross with the Oak Leaves ar the Knight's Cross
with the OQak Leaves and the Swords.

To the right of the coffin (from the photogra-
pher's perspective) is headed by Kommadore
JG 3 Obstlt. Giinther Liitzow, followed by Major
Walter Storp, RLM officer and former comman-
der of SKG 210. On the left of the coffin, the first
is the commander of the honor guard Inspek-
teur der Jagdflieger Generalmajor and former
Kommodore JG 26 Adolf Galland, then comman-
der JG 2 Obstlt. Walter Qesau, behind him RLM
officer and former commander of II./KG 77
Hptm. Dietrich Peltz, next in the line is probably
Kommodore JG 53 Obstlt. Giinther Freiherr

von Maltzahn and guard of honor concludes
commander II./JG 3 Hptm. Gordon Gollob.

Caption text by Jan Bobek L N
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foto: Berliner illustrierte Zeitung 45/1920 via Fotobanka CTK

An interesting picture taken in Munich-Oberwiesenfeld in 1920. ,Lo“ is standing in front of the
Rumpler C.l, behind the plane is ,Erni“ leaning on the fuselage, next to him is his father Adolf Udet.

foto: Berliner illustrierte Zeitung 17/1933 via Fotobanka CTK

This is not a landing! This is an air show by Ernst Udet! You can’t see such a show today! See the
silk hat aver the cockpit.

-
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A Albatros D.V Jasta 37, Wasquehal airfield, France, July 1917

TLieutenant Ernst Udet was transferred from Jasta15 to Jasta 37 at his own request on July 26,1917. This posting came at his own request, since several of his
old comrades from his days at Kampfeinsitzer Kommando were now serving with Jasta 37. This silver painted Albatros D.V was supposedly his first plane in
Jasta 37, and allknown photos show it with animmaculate overall finish. The black-and-white striped tail was the unit marking of Jasta 37, retained until the
end of the war, butitis not clear whether the light stripes on this aircraft were white or silver. The silver colour was an overall finish applied to the plane, the
metal cowling and spinner were painted black and there was a black stripe applied to the wheel hub, on this plane (also on the inner wheel covers). The “L0O”
marking was placed quite close to the cockpit. The military number of this machine isunknown, as well asits” eventual fate.
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B Albatros D.V, 4476/17, Jasta 37, Phalempin Airfield, France, September 1917

Udet’s silver Albatros D.V was followed by a second aircraft of the same type that appeared in a less spectacular finish. Albatros D.V 4476/17 retained its
wooden fuselage factory finish, with just the “LO" marking applied, this time located a bit closer to the fuselage cross. The personal marking received the
addition of a white outline to giveitathree-dimensionalappearance here. For sometime, atelescopicgunsight wasfitted, as well as larger windscreen.None
of these features were seen again on any of his later aircraft known. Quite short Udet certainly did not need a tall windscreen. The wings of this aircraft were
covered in five-colour aircraft fabric (Flugzeugstoff), on both surfaces. Again, the fate of this plane is unknown. It was either destroyed
inacrashorhandedovertoanew pilotandre-painted, boththese cases were quite common.
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C Albatros D.Va, Jasta 37, Wynghenge Airfield, France, late 1917/early 1918

Udet was named commander of Jasta 37 on November 7,1917, after the previous Jasta commander Oblt. Kurt Grasshoff has been posted away to lead Jasta
37.In his new position Udet flew this black-fuselage D.Va during the winter 0f 1917/18. The chevron marking on the nose was applied in unusual position. On all
his three known Albatros fighters in this unit the “L0” was applied in an angular manner. The lower wings of this aircraft were covered
in five-colour aircraft fabric (Flugzeugstoff), while the upper surfaces were most likely painted in the usual two-tone camouflage. This mix was seen
on at least one other Jasta 37 Albatros fighter, too. Two white stripe markings can be seen on the leading edge of the upper wing in photos, and we have
interpreted this as two chevrons similar to the ones on the nose. Unfortunately, no clear view showing the top surface of the upper wing is known. One day,
possibly during an icy winter day during February 1918, this aircraft flipped, most likely during a failed landing attempt. Udet would remain with Jasta 37 until
March 8,1918, when he was posted away to jointhe most famous German fighter units of them all, Manfred von Richthofen’s Jasta 1.
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D Fokker Dr.l, 586/17, Jasta 4, Airfield “La Ferme Puisieux” near Laon, France, late May 1918

After a few short weeks of flying with Jasta 11, Udet had developed otitis media (ear infection) and was sent home to Munich on April 8, 1918 to recover.
He hadreturnedto JG | onMay 22 and was appointed as commander of Jasta 4. Previously, Jasta 6 ace Lt. Hans Kirschstein had acted as deputy commander of
Jasta 4, but he returned to Jasta 6 when it re-equipped with the Fokker D.VIl on May 15, 1918. Udet overtook Kirschstein’s Dr.l painted with oblique black and
white stripes on the fuselage and upper wing to throw off the aim of a pursuer. He called his planes in that marking "Die optische Tauschung" (the optical
illusion). The stripes on the tail were the unit markings of his parent Jasta 6. Udet just added the famous "L0" to the fuselage sides to personalize the plane, but
it would only serve him for a short time. The “0” of his personal marking become rounded with this aircraft, more changes
tothe design of this monogram would follow soon. At some point in late May or early June, one of the cylinders of the rotary engine detached while the engine
was running, tearing apart the engine cowling and damaging the upper wing. The plane was written off. Such things happened to Oberursel engines... National
insigniasonthe wings were changed most likely duringthe early days of the June 1918.
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E Fokker Dr.1 593/17, Jasta 4, Beugneux-Cramoiselles Airfield, France, early June 1918 Jasta 4

Jasta 4 converted to the Fokker Dr.l on April 20,1918 while Udet was away from the front. This aircraft was apparently a reserve Triplane that Udet used as a
replacementofthe striped Triplane,damagedbeyond repair.Photos show the aircraftinuse at Jasta 4 in early June 1918 at Beugneux-Cramoiselle airfield. The
chevron he had used previously on his Albatros D.Va at Jasta 37 re-appeared on this Dr.l, now painted onto the horizontal tailplane. The outline of his ,LO!"
marking had only been applied as a chalk outline on the fuselage sides, as a guide for the painter who would complete the marking later.
No photo showing the ,LO!I“ marking properly applied to this aircraft is known. Apparently, not much effort was made to personalize it, as Udet and his men
werehopingtogetthenewD.Vllsoon.
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F Fokker D.VII (0.AW.), 20xx/18, Jasta 4, Beugneux-Cramoiselles Airfield, France, June 1918

Jasta4finally received the new Fokker D.VIlon June 13,1918. All these were license built 0.A.W. machines, replacing their out-dated Triplanes. Immediately, a
new unit marking, consisting of black noses, wheel covers and struts, was introduced. This marking was certainly inspired by the black fuselages of Jasta 37.
Udet was named the acting commander of Jagdgeschwader “Von Richthofen” on June 18, and although he only held this position for one day, it was probably
enough of an event to mark his plane in a more recognizable style. The fuselage was supposedly fully painted red, possibly
as a reference to his previous service at Jasta 11. The wings were striped in red and white, similar to the Kirschstein’s plane, but with the stripes slanted
inthe opposite direction. The number of stripesis usually thoughtto be higherthan we show here, butthe famous photo of this planeis heavily retouched. Close
inspection reveals that only the stripe going through the right-wing cross is original. All other stripes visible on the photo were simply drawn into it! By
comparison with another tiny photo, showninaTV documentary, we have come up with our interpretation of the upper wing stripe layout. The nose and wheel
covers may have retained the black Jasta 4 unit markings or were painted red as well. Available photos leave the possibility of both these options. This
beautiful plane was loston June 29,1918 in combat withaFrench Breguet Br.14 observationplane.
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G Fokker D.VII (OAW), 20xx/18, Jasta 4, Airfield “La Ferme Puisieux” near Laon, France, August 1918

The photographs documenting the appearance of this aircraft were taken between late July and mid-August 1918. Like “Du doch nicht!!” one, it was
an early production 0.AW. -built example, powered by a Mercedes engine and fitted with an Axial propeller. By this time, Udet very much preferred flying his
Fokker-built D.VII F powered by the BMW llla engine, as the power of the unit was substantially higher. Most likely, this was the reserve plane he flew the day
after "Dudochnicht!!"waslostand keptitasabackup planeincasehisD.VIIF was undergoing maintenance, soit was notreadyforimmediate use.The fuselage
and wings were covered with the four-colour variant of the aircraft fabric (Flugzeugstoff) that is usually called "Lozenge”. The wing rib tapes of early
production 0.A.W.-built D.Vlls were supposedly of natural linenfabricto use up existing stock of unprinted linen material.
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H Fokker D.VIIF, 4253/18, Oblt. Ernst Udet, Jasta 4, Beugneux, France, July 1918

The all-red BMW powered Fokker-built mount of Ernst Udet reached Jasta 4 in late July 1918. Udet flew this plane with great success in August 1918, being
credited with 20 victories in just 20 days. Due to unknown reasons the upper wing of his mount was changed for one taken from an 0.AW.-built D.VIl. Udet flew
this D.VII F without the upper cowling to improve the cooling of the engine and ammunition. The Lo! painting on the fuselage was there. like with all his other
planes,tohonour hisfiancée Eleonor Zink, whichhe marriedin1920. The famous “Du doch nicht!l” inscription was not present on this aircraft.

[H3T HATAMI] HITMMP
2K 124 :{:1'14{! DBSP1| [c62] 00t 125
| | - |
|

Ha 14/MMP
003

128~

HAT4MP, A
ic1ia 003 |

CESKOU VERZ| TEXTU NALEZNETE NA
www.eduard.com A8
POD KATALOGOVYM CISLEM 2135 N
=
125
| b
L
|
118 0y
18
[H11 [MMP| H315MMP) H414MMP) >
WHITE
Rl o S I

31
© EDUARD M.A. 2021 www.eduard.com Printed in Czech Repubilic




The first volumein
Great War aviation

The first volume of a series of books dealing with the
colours of German WW | fighter aeroplanes offers an
insight into the research process of looking for the
true colours of the Fliegertruppe fighter aircraft.

A detailed presentation covering the author’s long
termresearch, conducted mainly in the 1970s and
80s, sheds light on the process of uncoveringlong
lost documentation revealing the true colours of the
aircraft and recounting the adventures of their pilots.
The book contains 58 colour profiles, many

of these not seen before, while others correct
previous misinterpretations of markings. Moreover,
some 223 photographs and 61 reproductions

of documents are published here.
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Renowned historian and author Bruno Schmaling

completed this book with the cooperation of fellow
researcher Jorn Leckscheid,
along-time friend of Eduard.
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The book has been published by
Aeronaut Boooks (USA) and

is availabe worldwide from

the Amazon.com and its local
representations.

More about publisher at:

www.aeronautbooks.com
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