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According to 1934 specifications issued by USAAC High command B-18 Bolo was designed. From the several projects that
entered the competition, USAAC chose twin engined bomber DB-1 proposed by Douglas and subsequently ordered
production of 133 machines under designation B-18. The four engined Boeing model 299 (the future B-17) that offered
higher performances but for higher cost was ordered only in trial series of 13 machines.

During the depths of Great Depression and due to the restrictive military budget the price of B-18 counted in its favour. The
DB-1 design was derived from the design of the famous civil Dc-2 aircraft.

Unlike Dc-2, the DB-1 was mid-wing design with bomb bay located in the fuselage under the wing’s cross section and
defensive armament consisting of three 7.65 mm machine guns located in manually operated nose and dorsal turrets and
one in ventral hatch. Except of the initial batch later on, additional machines were ordered under designation B-18A. These
new machines featured new, picked nose. In total 350 B-18s were ordered but only 312 machines were produced. The
remaining 38 machines were shifted to the new B-23 Dragon production. B-23 was developed from B-18. B-18 then became
the most widely used US bomber of the pre war era. Bolos were stationed in continental USA so at Hawaii and Philippines. In
1940 twenty machines were delivered to Canadian Air Force that designated them Digby Mk.I. Even though the tabular
performances of B-18 corresponded with those of Heinklel He 111, in 1941 it was already obsolete. During the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbour all of the B-18s stationed there were destroyed. Similar fate met the machines in the Phillipines and
only two machines were evacuated to Australia. Since Bolo was no more suitable for bomber role, since 1942 USAAF
deployed them for anti-submarines patrols. For these patrols were initially used common B-18s and B-18As, later on
modified B-18B version. The anti-submarine version B-18B was equipped with nose mounted radar (some of them even
carried Magnetic Anomaly Detector System in the long tubular in the rear behind the tail planes). B-18 flew the anti-
submarine patrols until the end of 1943 from USA, Caribbean and Panama bases. The remaining machines were used for
training and transport purposes (designated UC-67) even in 1945. Canadian Digbys served in frontline until 1943 and then
they were transferred to training and military transport units. Both US B-18s and Canadian Digbys managed to sink at least
one submarine each.

Technical Data:

Wing Span: 27.30 m, Length: 17.28 m, Max. Speed B-18/B-18A: 349 kmh /347 kmh, Service Ceiling B-18/B-18A:7,381 m/
7,289 m, Range: 1,931 km with 1,816 kg bomb load.
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B-18 Bolo byl zkonstruovan na zakladé specifikaci vypsanych velenim armadniho letectva v roce 1934. To v soutézi vybralo
z nékolika projektu k sériové vyrobé navrh dvoumotorového bombardéru DB-1 firmy Douglas a objednalo 133 kusl pod
oznadenim B-18. Ctyfmotorovy model 299 firmy Boeing (budouci B-17), ktery nabizel podstatné vy$si vykony, ovéem za
vys$Si cenu byl objednan pouze v ovéfovaci serii 13 kusu.

Restriktivni vojensky rozpocet USA, které se zotavovaly z celosvétové financni krize, dal pfednost nizsi cené. Navrh DB-1
pfitom vySel z konstrukce civilniho, velmi uspésného Dc-2.

Proti civilnimu Dc-2 byl ale DB-1 stfedoplo$nik s pumovnici pod kfidlem a obranou vyzbroji tfi kulomett raze 7,65 mm
umisténych v pfidové a hibetni véZzi a ve stfelisti pod trupem. Kromé prvni objednavky byly pozdéji doobjednany dalsi stroje
oznacené B-18A. Ty se liSily novou zahrocenou pfidi. Celkova vySe objednavek B-18 nakonec dosahla 350 kusq, ale
vyrobeno bylo jen 312 kusu. Zbylych objednanych 38 kus(i bylo pfevedeno na vyrobu nového typu B-23 Dragon, ktery zB-18
vychazel. B-18 Bolo se tak stal nejroz8ifené&jSim americkym bombardérem predvaleéného obdobi. Bola byly rozmistény jak
na domacim Uzemi, tak na Hawai a Filipinach. Dvacet kust bylo dodano v roce 1940 kanadskému letectvu. Kanadské
letectvo je oznadcilo Digby Mk.I. | kdyZ tabulkovymivykony odpovidal nap¥. Heinkelu He 111, tak byl v roce 1941 jiZ zastaraly.
PFi japonském utoku na Pearl Harbour byly zde umisténé B-18 zni€eny. Podobné se vedlo i strojum z Filipin, do Australie se
podafilo ustoupit jen dvéma strojum. ProtozZe se Bolo jiz nehodilo k bombardovacim akcim, americké letectvo je za¢alo od
roku 1942 pouzivat k protiponorkovému hlidkovani. Nejprve nasazovalo k hlidkovani normaini B-18 a B-18A, pozdéji pak
stroje B-18B, pfestavéné na specialni protiponorkové vestavbou radaru do pfidé (nékteré stroje mély i detektor
magnetickych anomalii v zadi). B-18 slouzily jako protiponorkové jak ze zakladen v USA, tak v Karibiku a Panamé az do
konce roku 1943. Zbylé byly pouZivany k vycviku a jako transportni, ozna¢ené UC-67 jeSté v roce 1945. Kanadské Digby
slouzily v prvni linii do roku 1943, pozdéji byly pfevedeny k vycviku a vojenskému transportu. Stejné jako americkym B-18,
tak i kanadskym Digby se podafilo potopit minimalné jednu ponorku.

Technicka data:

rozpéti: 27,30 m, délka: 17,28 m, max. rychlost B-18 / B-18A: 349 km/h / 347 km/h, dostup B-18 / B-18A: 7381 m /7289 m,
dolet: 1931 km s ndkladem 1 816 kg pum.
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B-18B Bolo ASW (Anti-Submarine Warfare), a modified B-18A B-18B Bolo ASW (protiponorkovy), pfestavény z B-18A, 7623,

airframe, 7623, 6th Air Force, the Caribbean. 7623 is one of the 6. Air Force, Karibska oblast. 7623 je jednim z mala fotograficky
very few Oyster White (special anti-submarine creamy yellowish doloZenych stroju létajicich v ASW kamuflazi tvofené nastiikem
white) camouflaged Bolos known from contemporary photographs. Oyster White (bilé s krémoveé Zlutym nadechem). Nevyrazna
The wing upper surfaces as well as the top of the tailplanes were olivova barva kryla pouze horni plochy kfidla a vodorovnych

left in Olive Drab. The fuselage national insignias lacked their ocasnich ploch. Trupové znaky postradaly ,kfidélka“.

“wings”.

CAMO. A

u‘ A
A Oyster White B Olive Drab C  Aluminium D  Black E  Yellow
Krémove-bila Nevyrazna olivova Hlinikova Cerna Zlutd
95%H1 + 5%H318 H52/C12 H8/C8 H12/C33 H329/C329

95%C1 +5%C318
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B-18B Bolo ASW (protiponorkovy), pfestavény z B-18A, B-18B Bolo ASW (protiponorkovy), pfestavény z B-18A,

7530, 6. Air Force, Karibska oblast. Stroj Iétal v barvach 7530, 6. Air Force, Karibska oblast. Stroj Iétal v barvach
Olive Drab/Neutral Grey, Nové zabudovany radar a sonda Olive Drab/Neutral Grey, Nové zabudovany radar a sonda
magnetickych anomalii nesly lehce odliSné odstiny magnetickych anomalii nesly lehce odli§né odstiny stejnych
stejnych barev. Povrch stroje 7530 byl dosti olétany. barev. Povrch stroje 7530 byl dosti olétany.

A Neutral Gray B  Olive Drab C  Light Olive Drab D  Light Green E  Black F  Yellow
Neutralni Seda Nevyrazna olivova Svétla olivova Svétle zelena Cerna Zlutd
H53/C13 H52/C12 95%H52 + 5%H329 80%H52 + 20%H329 H12/C33 H329/C329

95%C12 +5%C329 80%C12 +20%C329
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Especial

ATTRACTIVE 1/72 SCALE MODELS OFFERED BY hOBBV

SH72093 SH72149

‘Guadalcanal Hawks’

PV-2 Harpoon P-40F Warhawk

SH72176 SH72232

‘US Transport Plane’

C-33/C39

SH72237 SH72244
‘US Navy Scout Fighter and Trainer’
SF-1/FF-2

SH72260 SH72265

‘Silver Wings Era’ ‘WWII Service’

P-35 B-18 Bolo




Especial

ATTRACTIVE 1/72 SCALE MODELS OFFERED BY hOBBV

SH72287 SH72295

‘Over D-Day Beaches’ ‘Pacific Transport’
Boston Mk.IIIA C-60 Lodestar
SH72329 SH72332

‘US Transport plane’

Delta 1D/E

SH72350 SH72374

‘The Final Version’

SB2C-5 Helldiver P-40N Warhawk
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of sanding papers on 5m 2“45 '

one sanding stick weathering pigments &
All of the above items can be found and ordered via our official Especial
website and e-shop: WWW.CMKKITS.coM, www.sPeciaLHoBeYEy IMOBBUY

H1010 handle for our saws
priceless tool for resin
parts adjustment




